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The. Pournal of Belles Dettres. 


EDITOR’S TABLE. 

The Life of Hannah More consists, mainly, 
of letters to and from her correspondents, writ- 
ten in the freedom of friendship, and, excepting 
Walpole’s, most probably without any intention 
or thought of their ever being made public ; 
they possess, therefore, a great charm, but are 
necessarily encumbered with much matter of 
smal] import to the reader of the present day. 
‘Nevertheless, we have been delighted through 
more than one almost sleepless night by the 
wit of some, the good sense of others, and the 
vivid pictures of all her correspondents, well 
known to general readers, which are called up 
in these pages. Our readers shall have the 
benefit of the pencil marks which already dis- 
figure a large portion of our copy. First, here 
is a graceful invitation to tea from Mrs. 
Montagu. 


Mesdames Garrick and More,—Most engaged and 
engaging ladies, will you drink tea with me on Thurs- 
‘day, with a very small party? I think it an age, not 
a golden age, since I saw you. 

Ever most affectionately yours, 
E. Montagu. 


Mrs. More, (or Miss, is it? for we see her 
called either the one or the other indifferently ; 
perhaps Mrs. because she was engaged to be 


married, or was it her agg?) seems to have be-|. 


longed to the family of the Frenchman whom 
she mentions to Walpole; when reproached 
with having no library, he answered, Quand je 
veux des livres j’en fais, when I want books | 
make them! for notwithstanding she is “ gam- 
boling after duchesses, wits, and such sort of 
people,” we find her time principally passed in 
composition, or werks of benevolence. She 
had much ill health to bear, and was obliged to 
graduate her occupation to her bodily feelings; 
she thus left ‘crossing her t’s and dotting her 
i’s” for moments of pain when exercise of 
mind was harassing. 

One of her letters contains the following 
pleasant and witty anecdote :— 

April, 1784. 

Did I tell you what a pleasant breakfast | had at 
Miss Hamiltun’s, where I met. Lord Stormont by-ap- 
pdintment? He was vastly agreeable. But as we had 
Mr. de Luc, and Sir William Hamilton, we had a little 
too much of virtu, and Calabria, and Vesuvius, all 
which was more interesting tu them than to his lord- 
ship and me: Miss Hamilton told us a pleasant anec- 
dote of Hutton, the Moravian, who has the honour @f 
being occasionally admitted to the royal breakfast- 
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table. “ Hutton,” said the king to him, one morning, 
“is it true that you Moravians marry without any pre- 
vious knowiedge of each uther?” “ Yes, may it please 
your majesty.” returned Hutton, “our marriages are 
quile royal.” 


The reminiscences of Dr. Johnson are fre- 
quent and always characteristic ; it is something 
new, however, to think of Dr. Johnson and 
Hannah gallanting it about, as related in the 
folowing letter, dated Oxford, 1782 :— 


Who do you think is my principal cicerone at Ox- 
ford?) Only Dr. Johnson! and we do so gallant it 
about! You cannot imagine with what delight he 
showed me every part of his own college (Pembroke,) 
nor how rejoiced Henderson looked to make one in the 
party. Dr. Adains, the master of Pembroke, had con- 
trived a very pretty piece of gallantry. We spent the 
day and evening at his house. “After dinner Johnson 
begged to conduct me to see the college, he would let 
no one show it me but hiimself,—* This was my room; 
this Shenstone’s.” Then, afier pointing out all the 
rooms of the poets who had been of his college, “ In 
short,” said he, **we were a nest of singing-birds”— 
“ Here we walked, there we played at cricket.” He 
ran over with pleasure the history of the javen.le days 
he passed there. When we came into the common 
room, we spied a fine large print of Johnson, framed 
and hung up that very morning, with this motto: “And 
is nol Johnson ours, himself a host?” Under which 
stared you in the face, * From Miss More’s Sensibility.” 
This little incident amused us;—but alas! Johnson 
looks very ill indeed—spiritléss and wan. However, 
he made an effort to be cheerful, and I exerted myself 


mtch to make him so, s 


Her success as a dramatic writer was very 
great, but she seems not to have been much elat- 
ed by it; this dramatic taste was probably inspired 
by Garrick, with whom she passed much time ; 
their friendship was strong and lasting, and 
was continued after his. death for the widow. 
She relates that she never met any theatrical 
people at Garrick’s table, his associates being 
among the more intellectual, Of the success 
of her tragedy of Percy, we have the following 
account from the pen of one of the sisters of 
the author ;— 


January, 1778. 

Just returped from Perey, the theatre overflowed 
prodigiously, notwithstanding their majesties and the 
Schoo} fur Scandal at the other house. Yes, we did 
overflow, the tweifth night! On entering the parlour, 
where Hannah was silting alone, our vyes were greeted 
with the sight of a wreath, composed of a Ruman 
laurel, ingenivusly interwoven, and the stems confined 
within an elegant ring, From whence, you will ask, 
could such a fanciful thought proceed? I answer, 
from Mrs. Boscawen. It originated at Glanvilla, 
where the wreath was made. The letter which ac- 
companied it was an clegant morceau. , 








Friday, acard from Lady to engage Hunnah 





to dine with her on Sunday, which she, being of the 
Christian faction, declined. Yesterday, when we were 
all seated mn the drawing room inWhe Adelphi, a gen- 
tleman was announced by the name of Home (author 
of the tragedy of Douglas.) Mr. Garrick took Hannah 
by the hand, and, approaching the stranger, said, he 
begged leave to introduce the Percy to the Douglas ; 
epon which Mr. Home expressed his desire that the 
alliance might be again renewed; and all jhe company 
with pleasure took notice, it was the Douglas that first 
sued to the Percy. 

Mrs. Garrick tells us that when they were at Al- 
thorp, Mr. Garrick read Percy to all‘the party at Lord 
Spencer’s. Though the first edition of the play was 
near four thousand, and it has only been printed a fort- 
night, Cadell yesterday sent for a corrected copy, in 
order to forward the second edition as fust as possible. 

Hannah resumes the correspondence. 


1778. 
Yesterday 1 dined at Sir Joshua’s, Just as they 
were beginning to offer their nightly sacritice to their 
idol,loo, I took it into my head to, go and see Mrs, 
Barty in the mad scene in the last act of Percy, in 
which she is so very fine, that though it is my own 
nonsense, I always see that scene with pleasure. I 
called on a lady, not choosing to go alone, and we got 
into the front boxes. On opening the door, J was a 
little hurt to see a very indifferent house. I looked on 
the stage, and saw the scene was the inside of a prison, 
and that the heroine, who was then speaking, had on a 
linen gown. I was quite stunned, and really thought 
I had lost my senses, when a smart mar, in regimentals, 
began to sing, “How happy could I be with either, 
I stared and rubbed my eyes, thinking I was in a 
dream; for all this while 1 was such a dunce that I 
never discovered that they were acting the “ Beggar's 
Opera.” » At length, upon enquiry, | found that Lewis 
had been taken extremely il, and that handbills had 
been distributed to announce another play. Many 
sober personages shook their heads at me, as much as 
to say—how finely we are caught. Armong these were 
Mr. D » the prebendary, who came under the same 
mistake: in another box was Dr. Percy, who, I vainly 
thought, looked rather glum, But the best of all was 
Sir William Ashurst, who gat in a side box, and was 
perhaps one of the first judges who ever figured away 
at the “ Beggar’s Opera,” that strong and bitter satire 
against the professions, and particularly his. 

Mrs. Garrick came to me this morning, and wished 
me to go to the Ade!phi, which I declined, being so ill. 
She would Lave gone herself to tetch me a physician, 
and insisted upon sefiding me my dinner, which T re- 
fused: but at six this evening, when Garrick came to 
the Turk’s Head to dine, there accompanied him, in 
the coach, a minced chicken in the stew-pan, hot, a 
canister of her fine tea, and a pot of cream. Were 
there ever such people! ‘Tell it not in epic, or in lyrie, 
that the great Roscius rode with a stew-pan of minced 
meat with him in the coach for my dinner. Perey is 
acted again this evening; do any of you cheose to go? 
I can write you an order ; fur my own part, I shall enjoy 
a much superior pleasure—that of sitting by the fire, 
in a great chair, and being denied to ell company: what 
is Perey to this? 


A Reminiscence of Lord Howe,—I have been to Mre 
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Boscawen’s, where I was a little amused by spending 
an hour with Lord Howe, lately returned from Ame- 
rica. He is agreeable, and remarkably modest in 
speaking of himself. He said, it was a little hard, that 
after a man had devoted his whole time and talents 
(however poor the latter might be) to the service of 
his country, that the event, and not his conduct, shouid 
determine his character; that to be unsuccessful and 
guilty should be the same ‘thing, and that he should 
be held up as a public criminal for not doing what could 
not be done! 

Evelina ; our friend Madame D’ Arblay!—Mrs. Mon- 
tagu said a very sensible thing to me the other day ; 
we were speaking of a friend of ours, who, with great 
sense, gives way to great violence of temper. “Fhe 
ancient heathens,” said she, “taught men to subdue 
the passions from a principlt of wisdom ; the Christian 
religion teaches it from a principle of duty; but it is 
no wonder that the modern fine gentlemen should be 
the slaves of passion, for they are neither wise heathens 
nor good Christians. 1 was asked yesterday to meet 
Dr. Burney and Evelina at Mrs. Reynolds’s, but was 
engaged at home, This, Evelina is an extraordinary 
girl; she is not more than twenty, of a very retired 
disposition; and how she picked up her knowledge of 
nature and low life, her Brangtons, and her St. Giles’s 
gentry, is astonishing! 

I went yesterday to see Mrs. Delany; she took it 
very kindly, but I found her overwhelmed in sorrow, 
for the death of Mrs. Dashwood. A tender friendship 
had subsisted between them for sixty or seventy years. 
While I was there, a letter and legacy from the de- 
ceased were brought in, and I felt a pleasure at finding 
it was possible to preserve such extreme sensibilify, as 
poor Mrs. Delany discovered, in such very advanced 
eld age. 

Lady Bathurst and I are very friendly. Apsley 
House is finished, and most superbly furnished; and, 
which is not always the case with superb things, it is 
very beautiful, and teeming with patriotism, for all 
her glasses, hangings, and ornaments, are entirely Eng- 
lish. 

Pleasure is by much the most laborious trade I know, 
especially for those who have not a vocation to it. |] 
worked with great assiduity at this hard calling on 
Monday. The moment | had breakfasted, 1 went to 
Apsley House; there [ staid till neartwo; I then made 
insignificant visits till four, wher I went to Audley 
street to dinner, where | staid till eight, and from, 
thence went to spend the evening at Mrs. Vesey’s, 
where there was a stall assembly of about thirty peo- 
ple, and allclever. She keeps out dunces, because she 
never has cards, Mrs. Montagu and the provost of 
Dublin talked most and best. 1 was asked to meet an- 
ether party the same evening, but not being able to 
make a polypus of myself, | did not go. And yet] 
had rather slave at it all day now and then, than. make 
a single little formal dull visit every afternoon. 


Such is a small portion of the contents of the 
first volume, taken almost at random; sufficient 
to elicit the feelings of the general reader in 
favour of so delightful an addition to our histo- 
tiettes of the actors and actresses in a very in- 
teresting period of English literary history. 


Among recent London books looked over 
is the Life of Samuel Drew, a Wesleyan me- 
thodist of some eminence; he rose from great 
poverty solely by the efertion of his industry and 
talents. His son, who writes his life, has be- 
stowed a tribute of filial affection to the parent’s 
memory, with modesty and good taste. For the 
entertainment of the reader we present an amus- 
ing anecdote:— 

In the course of conversation, a gentleman repeated 
the couplet— 

And thou, great Chatham ! with thy latest breath, 

Shalt feel thy ruling passion strong in death. 

“Is it possible,” said another of the company, “ for 
the soul thus passing into another world, to be thus go- 
verned by ils ordinary associations 2?” “ Not only possi- 
bie, sir,” said Mr, Drew, “ but a thing of frequent oc- 
currence, One instance of the ruling passion in death, 
I remember, just fit to be contrasted with that of the 
noble patriot, Many years ago, an old gentleman, not 
far from Plymouth, who had grown rich by govern- 
ment contracts, was on his déath bed. Wishing to 
make a Christian end, he desired to have read to him 


the first and last chapters of Job, At the inventory of 
Job's wealth, the old gentleman desired the reader to 
pause, that he might duly estin:ate the value of each 
item. “ Now how much will 14,000 sheep amount to 
at so much a head?” naming 3 sum. “ It will be so 
much.” © Well! put that down. And how much are 
6,000 camels worth?” This was computed. “ Put that 
down too. And the thousand yoke of oxen, and the 
thousand she-asses, reckon them, and put down the 
amount.” “It was done. “ Now cast it up, and tell me 
the total.” Being informed of this, he raised his dying 
hands in admiration, saying-—* Oh! what a happy 
man! If Job was living now, he and I would take a!! 
the dockyard and navy contracts.” 


‘The Gentleman’s Magazine for August con- 
tains the following articles of general interest: 


Birth-place of the Poet Cowper—The parsonage- 
house of Berkhampstead, the venerated birth-place of 
Cowper, has been pulled down by the present rector, 
the Rev. Jolin Croft; who has also cut down the poet’s 
favourite walnut-tree. In consequence of the remarks 
which such sacriligious proceedings have naturally 
drawn upon him, Mr. Croft has, published a letter, 
vindicating his deeds. We have seldom read a more 
impotent defence. He acknowledges that the modern 
house is “ unequal in magnitude” to that destroyed ; 
and he also acknowledges * that the tree was of singu- 
lar growth, beautiful, and a high ornamént to the par- 
sonage grounds;” but it seems that the storms of last 
winter “agitated his teelings,” and he “ was alarmed 
lest some of tie lofty and majestic branches might de- 
scend upon the roof, and involve him in the ruins.” 
He also allows that the elms, under whose shade Cow- 
per had so often meditated, “were stately and um. 
brageous; but they had arrived at maturity, and I felt 
myself justified in converting their value into neces. 
sary repairs.” In short, he seems to have resolved to 
leave no vestige of the poet which could possibly in- 
duce any stranger to intrude upon his privacy, or any 
visiter to encroach upon kis hospitality. His more 
proper course would have been to resign the rectory 
of Berkhampstead. 

Autograph Ms. of the School for Seandal.—The origi- 
nfl autugraph manuscript of Sheridan’s comedy of the 
School for Scandal, is in the possession of Sir George 
Chetwynd, Bart., to whom it devobved, among other 
papers, from his grandfather, who was licenser at the 
time the matchless comedy was first performed. Sir 
George lately sent it to Mr. Fairburn’s, Duke street, 
Ade!phi, in order to be handsomely bound; but a fire 
breaking out in the premises, the manuscript was sup- 
posed to have been burnt, but is since happily recovered, 
having suffered very little injury. It is rendered stil] 
more interesting, from having several interlineations 
and emendations in the hand-writing of Sheridan, 
which mark the quicknéss of his conception in im- 
proving several passages, which it might have been 
thought almost impossible to mend. 


Jacobs Faithful.--Capt. Marryatt closes this 
tale in the October Metropolitan. The an- 
nouncement of the next story is in the following 
words, viz:—And having now completed “ Jacob 
Faithfft,’ we trust to the satisfaction of our 
readers, we will make a few remarks. We coin- 
menced writing on our own profession, and hav- 
ing completed four tales, novels, or whatever you 
may please to call them, in “ Jacob Faithful” we 
quitted the salt water for the fresh. From the 
wherry we shall now step on shore, and in our 
next number we shall introduce to our readers 
“The Adventures of Japhet, in search of his 
Father.” 

Scarcely a periodical reaches us from abroad 
that is not high in praise of the Old Man’s 
Bubbles from the Brunnens of Nassau. A se- 
cond edition has called forth the following from 
the New Monthly:—* It is an admirable book, 
and heartily do we bid itGod speed! We wish 
such bubbles were often blown, and then we 
should be wiser, better, and better tempered.” 
This most popular book has been passed over 
by the booksellers, and this * Library” edition 
is the only one in America. 


The old “Gentleman’s Magazine’ is in 











raptures with Beckford’s Italy, going conside- 
rably out of its regular course to quote from 
the book at length, and closing thus: “ Of him, 
and his rich endowments and various accom- 
plishments, we can say no more. We believe 
him to have been as he describes himself,— 
the toy of every impulse—the willing-dupe of 
every gay illusion ;—but-if one mark of genius 
consists in painting to the life those things that 
interest us most; in seizing hold of the hearts 
of those that delight to be agitated and moved ; 
and in clothing its desckiptions in language the 
most appropriate, animated, and select: then 
do we unhesitatingly say that our author has a 
right to claim the title that is willingly granted 
to so few.” 

Academy of Fine Arts. It should not be 
forgotten by persons visiting this city, that the 
academy is now open, and presents very great 
attractions. ‘ 

Mr. Matthews. A live animal always attracts 
more visiters than a stuffed one,as may be seen 
when a good menagerie comes along ; so living 
attitudinarians are more popular than the stu- 
died postures of a picture, as we see in the 
case of Mr. Matthews; more people go to see 
him in one week than to-the academy in a year, 
and at four times the price almost!! “ Well,”’ 
says one, “‘ peuple that make shows must make 
them “attractive.” Just so it is, but because 
the mass of the people have little taste for the 
fine arts, it is not right to give up their en- 
couragement; by no means; it then becomes 
the duty of those who can appreciate the excel- 
lences of those higher efforts of the mind, to 
be more alert and more free in their expendi- 
tures in that mode of disbursement which will 
patronise taste. People will not go to exhibi- 
tions if they are told itis their duty; they are 
eager to see and hear, but the attraction held 
out must be an attraction they can appreciate. 
Mr. Matthews, now here, understands this 
matter. 

The Religious Souvenir. This popular an- 
nual has at length made its appearance with all 
the elegance of type and press work, paper, 
engravings, &c. &c., for which it has been 
heretofore celebrated ; or rather it may be said 
to be superior to former numbers. It is grati- 
fying to learn that the very large edition of four 
thousand copies is nearly exhausted, and that a 
second edition is to be printed; this speaks 
well for the taste of the public. In exterior 
adornment the volume is chaste and elegant. 
Mr. Lawson’s “ Frederick and Ellen,” is our 
favourite among the embellishments ; those of 
Ellis and Tucker are also very excellent; on 
the whole we may say, there is no more appro- 
priate present for the coming season, and that 
we hope there may be no disappointment with 
purchasers, owing to the great and yearly in- 
creasing demand. Exertions will no doubt be 
made to have the second edition ready in time 
for Christmas. 

Next week two new chapters of the Cruise. 
of the Midge. 

British Association.—We find nuthing worth 
repeating respecting the British association in 
the number of the Literary Gazette succeeding 
the one last noticed. 


From Bulwer’s “ France,” &¢. 


I know there are some men of little minds ready at 
once to say, a man of science is not fitting to be a po- 
litician. No view is so narrow, so contrary to truth, 
to history, and to experience. In the three greatest 
politicians and generals of past times—Alexander, 
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Julius Cesar, and Napoleon Bonaparte—their love of| culated to produce. The texture of the ficsh, and of| the Greeks agree with the Koran, they are useless, and 
jetters and their knowledge of science are at least as| the different articles of dress, has that itnitative quality | need not be preserved ; if they disagree, they are per- 
conspicuous as their other attainments. The greatest|by which Mr. Thom’s former works were distinguish-|nicious, and ought to be destroyed. Six montis was 
orators and politicians that England has ever produced | ed ; and, like them too, the material of the statue is a| barely sufficient for the consumption of this precious 
—Hampden, Shaftesbury, Bolingbroke, Pulteney, the| grey freestone. The hue of the pony, who is regard- | fuel in the 4000 baths of the city. 

Pitts, Fox, Sheridan, Windham, Canning, Burke, and,| ing his venerable and enthusiastic master with a look The Lacedemonians had no books ; they expressed 
Jet me add, Lord Brougham, and Sir Robert Peel, andj of more than actual intelligence and affection, ap-| their meaning so concisely, that writing was consider- 
Lord John Russel; and Sir John Hobhouse—have all} proaches to white. ed a superfluous accommodation. ; 

been men of letters, and of business; sincerely and| In an adjoining apartment, Mr. Thom is at present} A man of learning considers instructive books only 
deeply attached to academical as to political pursnits,| engaged in modelling # figure of Dr. Nichol, the Willie | to be the good; an artist such as are well written on a 
and finding time, as all men of active and clear minds| of Burns’ celebrated song :— | subject relative to his particular art; in the estimation 
do find time, for elevating and enlarging their views, of a divine, or a religious man, a theological or — 
for cultivating and improving their judgment and their tional book is a good one; in the language of the bu- 
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% O, Willie brew’d a peck o’ maut, 
And Rab and Allen came to see ;” 


fancy, as well as for handling and grappling with state 
affairs. 

If I wished to give at once the most simple and 
striking instance of the influence of literature in 
France, I do not think I could give a better than is to 


which will form one of the group of the three good 
fellows (thg other two béing Mr. Allen Masterton, and 
the poet himself,) whose festivity that song commemo- 
ratos. The head of Dr. Nicol is fincly marked; and 


rious, a scarce book, while in the bookseller’s language 
a saleable buuk is a good one, but rapidity of sale is no 
certain criterion of the real value of a work, as the 
most worthless sometimes are in the greatest demand. 
The public library of St. Mark, at Venice, was found- 


= aS FF 


SS a SS Ve FO aS SS CWS 


be found in the first newspaper on Galignani’s table. 
Observe, whatever the paper is, whatever the subjects 
of the day it has to speak of—Observe, that literature, 
either in the review of a play, or in the review of a 
novel, or in an account of the lectures of a professor, 
is sure to occupy one third of its sides. Here it is not 
the literary journal separate from the political journal ; 
the same person who takes an interest in politics is 
supposed to take an interest in literature ; and to that 
which I wish to draw particular attention, is the pub- 
lic, and popular, and general mode which science, in 
the weekly account of its proceedings—procecdings 
which appear with all the other news o- the day—has 
of corresponding with the public, and interesting and 
perpetually informing the public by its enquiries. I 
allude to the reports of the Institute, which appear in 
all the political newspapers and carry to every extre- 
mity of France, the daily and weekly discoveries of 
the metropolis. The Savant appears before his breth- 
ren, he tells them what has been doing there during 
the week, and the information is in every body’s hand 
almost as soon as it has passed the phiivruphor’s ling, 
The circumstance of such reports finding their way 
into papers only professing to feed the public appetite, 
is no less extraordinary as a proof of the general taste 
for science than valuable 2s a channel for its gencral 
diffusion. 

In France, as the literary man is honoured in the 


the face, which is full of kindness and pleasantry, re- 
minds us of our worthy old*friend Jack Banister. 


—_— 
For the Journal of Belles Lettres. 


NOTES OF A BIBLIOMANIAC. ‘NO. 13. 


It is recorded of Plato that notwithstanding he had 
a very small paternal inheritance, he bought three 
books at a price equal to $1200 of our meney. Before 
the invention of printing, manuscripts in general bore 
such excessive prices, that few beside the most opulent 
could acquire a library, St. Jerome almost ruined him- 
self in order to purchase the works of Origen. Bene- 
dict Biscop, founder of an English monastery, made no 
fewer than five journeys to Rome, to purchase books ; 
for one of these, a volume on Cosmography, king Al- 
fred gave him an estate of as much land as eight 
ploughs could Jabour. Muratori relates, that an abbot 
earnestly besought the poye in a letter in 625, to lend 
him a copy of Cicero on Oratory, and Quintilian’s In- 
stitutes! for, says he, a complete copy is not to be found 
in France. ‘The Countess of Anjou paid for a copy of 
Homitiv», two hundred sheep, five quarters of wheat, 
and the same quantity of rye and millet. Even so late 
as 1471, when Louis XI. of France borrowed the works 
of Rhasis, an Arabian physician, from the faculty of 
medicine at Paris, he not only deposited a considera- 
ble quantity of plate as a pledge, but was obliged to 
state, so is he honoured in society. At Madame| procure a nobleman to join with him as surety ina 
D——’s, at Macame M ’s, at Madame de R ’s,| deed, binding himself under a great forfeiture to re- 
you meet all the literary men who beleng to all the! store it. 

different political opinions. Indeed, wherever you go,| Antonio Bologna, of Palermo, was obliged to sell an 
be eure that the person is particularly noticed, if not| estate in order to buy a copy of Livy, the copyiat of 
a remarkable officer—is a remarkable writer. which bought with the purchase money a fine estate 
near Florence. 

It is related that in the library of a quack, who had 
suddenly become a doctor and a bibliomaniac, Maclau- 
rin’s Treatise on Fluxions was classed with books on 
pathology, the pretended connosiseur having taken ma- 
thematical fluxions for 4 disease. In another instance, 
a genealogy of the family of Fugger, the celebrated mer- 
chant of Augsburg, was mistaken for a botanicai work 
ou Ferns. ’ 


ed in the fourteenth century ; the collection was begun 
by Petrarch, who bequeathed his books to the republic. 
It has been increased at subsequent periods, and though 
small compared with ether libraries of the continent, 
contains many valuable MSS., &c. 
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VARIBTIES. 
A Couplet on Friendship. By 8. T. Coleridge.—[The 
friend who has favoured us with the subjoined couplet, 
states it to have been the result of an application for 
the antograph of the “ Old Man Eloquent.” Coleridge’s 
friends were manifold—yet the sentiment embodied in 
the following is no less fine and true on that account.] 


Friends should be weighed, not told ; who boast to have 


won 
A multitude of friends, has ne’er had one! 
Monthly Magazine. 


WHAT IS LOVE? 


What is love ? 
Born in passion, fed with smiles, 
Cradled in a maiden’s eyes, 
Fleeting moments it beguiles ; 
Passes quickly, sadly dics. 
This is love, is youthful love. 


What is lovo? 
Born with manhood, fed with reason, 
Kindling hearts which nouglit can sever ; 
Knowing neither change nor season, 
Burning brightly, and for ever. 
This is love, is manhood’s love. 








Happiness.—They who are most intent in the pursuit 
of happiness usually mcet with the severest disappoint- 
ments. Happiness enters most freely into the mind 
which is the most tranquil in its desires, 

Sounds in liquids and solids are more efficient and 
more rapid than in air. Two stones, rubbed in water, 
may be heard in water at half a mile. Cast-iron con- 
ducts sound with ten and a half times the velocity of 
air. A string, or piece of deal, held to the ear, or be- 
tween the teeth, gives a vast increase of effect; and @ 
Wallodmar was the title of a new novel announced | pipes convey sounds to vast distances. f 
at the Leipsic book fair in 1824, as from the pen of Sir} 4 Fowl’s Hay-days.—The Caledonian Mercury gives 
Walter Scott! At all events they must have a Scott’s| an account of a hen, who, having deposited her eg, 
novel, but unfortunately Sir Walter's cycle did not co-| among some sticks, and finding they had been removed 
incide with that of Leipsic and Frankfort. The curi-|during her absence, disconsolately took up her abode 
ous reader will find some account, and a translation of| where sue had left them. To add to her troubles, three 
a portion of this surreptitious book, in the London Ma-' loads of hay were placed over her; but upon its being 
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PINE ARTS. 
Mr. Thom’s Exhibition of Sculpture, Old Bond Street. 


Perhaps no production of the chisel ever acquired 
popularity so suddenly and extensively as Mr. Thom’s 
statues of Zam O'Shanter and Souter Johnny, when 
they were originally exhibited in London four or five 
years ago. This proceeded from several causes,—their 
excellence, their being the performance of an untaught 
artist, and their belonging to a class of art, the quali- 
ties of which are appreciable by every body. These 
stautes were followed by companion statues of the Land- 
lord and Landlady ; but, although the latter possessed 
great merit, yet, whether the charm of novelty had 


fled, or from what other cause it happened we know| gazine for 1824, Vol. X. 
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not, certain it is, that the impression which they made 
upon the public was by no means so strong as tha 
which had been achieved by their predecessors, 


Pursuing, however, wery wisely, the same walk of 


art, Mr. Thom has just opened an exhibition in Lon 
don of statues of Old Mortality and his Pony, execut 
ed with strict attention to accuracy, from Sir Walte 


Scott’s description in the first series of “ ‘l'ales of my 


Landlord.” 


+ The gravestone on which Old Mortality reclines, is, 
we understand, an exact copy of one in Ayr-Moss, 
which was placed there in memory of the martyrs, and 
He is represent- 


which is inscribed with their names, 
ed as having suspended his operations for a moment 


and, having thrown down his mallet and other tools, 
as looking up to answer the enquiries of some curious 


passer-by. An open Bible, with the vorse from Pro 


verbs, “* The memory of the just is blessed, the name 
of the wicked shall rot,” lies near him. The figure is 
easy and wel! proportioned, and the countenance ex- 
pressive, exhibiting that hardness of feature and cha. 
racter which powerful and invetcrate prejudices of any 
kind, and more especially of a religious kind, are cal- 


The origin of public libraries is lost in that remote 
t| antiquity, which envelops the history of the arts, sci- 
ences, and literature. By some it has been supposed, 
the Egyptians were the originaters, while others have 
-| referred it to the Hebrews, whose regard for the patri- 
-|arche, and whose care in preserving the sacred books, 
| became an example to other nations. 

The most superb library of Egypt, perhaps of the 
ancient world, was that founded by Ptolemy Soter, at 
Alexandria, and enriched by successive sovereigns of| 
that country. Ptolemy founded an academy at Alex- 
andria 290 years before the Christian era ; here a socie- 
ty of learned men assembled, and for their use he col- 
3} lected books, the number of which has been variously 
computed by Epiphanius, at 54,800, and by Josephus, 
at 200,000. His son, Ptolemy Philadelphue, also cul- 
-|lected great numbers of booksin the temple of Serapis 
in addition to those accumulated by his father, and at 
his death left in it 100,000 volumes. His successor 
continued to accumulate till he numbered 700,000 books, 
which were utterly destroyed by the Saracens, under, 
the orders of Caliph Omar, when they acquired pos- 
session of Alexandria. If, said Omar, these writings of 








removed six weeks afterwards, she was still alive, 
though she had remained “in darkness and without 
foud the whole time.” 

Cholera—Among other announcements of a like 
description,awe see advertised Grimstone’s Eye-Snuff 
for the prevention of cholera. The proprietor, we sup- 
pose, will not speak so highly of his specific as to say 
it is “* not to be sneezed at;” and we should think any 
one who tried it very likely to turn up his nose” at 
the remedy. 

French Bull.—At the last assizes for the department 
of the Eure et Loire, a man named Ferrier, who was 
found guilty of incendiarism, was sentenced to hard 
labour for life, and at the expiration of his sentence to 
be placed under the surveillance of the police. 

“ What nonsense,” said the old highlander, Captain 
G., “all this learning of languages! I’d go over the 
world with one phrase out of each. I travelled through 
France with “ combien ?” and through England with— 
“ How much ?” 

The pretended “ Life of Talleyrand” is an atrocity, 
says the London Literary Gazette. 

Lafayeite’s Letters —Pertaps no individual came in 
contact with so many remarkable persons from all the 





= — —_ 








Petit ta meine: 


‘ 


7 She Fournal of Belles Lettres, 








coantries of the world as Lafayette. With his extensive 
correspondence, he must have left a’ great number of 
letters, which were addressed to him during the revo- 
lutions, by persons of all ranks, and no doubt their 
publication would be attended with many strange dis- 
closures, It appears, that the family has been appre- 
hensive lest these letters should be wrested from them 
on’some pretext or other: for it has frequently hap- 
pened, that on the decease of influential statesmen, 
their papers and especially letters, have been arbitrarily 
seized, upon pretence that they belonged to the State. 
A considerable collection of letters, written by the dif- 
ferdnt sovereigns of Europe to Napoleon, during the 
period of his highest power, were made away with in 
a different manner. Unluckily they got into private 
hands, and a speculator sold them to a foreign ambas- 
sador in London, who in his own name or that of his 
master, sent back to the potentates by whom the let- 
ters were written, those evidences of their former 
cringing submission, and thereby caused them a most 
agreeable surprise. Those important documents are 
now probably all destroyed, and lost to posterity. 
Though the documents left by Lafayette may not pos- 
sess equal importance, they may nevertheless serve to 
shame many individuals: but this is not the principal 
reason why their publication is desirable. They can- 
not bat furnish information respecting the events of 
later times, and make us better acquainted with the 
character of many celebrated persons. It is probable, 
we undorstand, that they will soon appear, and as the 
press is free, and the family of the general independent, 
there is no cause to apprehend that any thing material 
will be suppressed. 

Bronze Sheathing An experiment is being tried at 
Falmouth on bronze, instead of copper, sheathing. The 
vessels, like Pirouette, in the pantomime, are to have 
one side bronzed and the other coppered, to try which 
is the better sheathing. ‘ 

Population of Paris.—By the last census it appears 
that there are 785,000 inhabitants in Paris, who occupy 
29,000 houses. 

Mount Vesavius.—Renewed irruptions of this volca- 
nic mountain “a taken place, far more destructive 
and alarming that any within a long period of years. 
The details are afflicting ; for though lives have been 
spared, the lava in its descent has overwhelmed large 
tracts of cultivated land, and the habitations of many 
unfortunate people. 

Conversion af Salt Water—We observe, from a pros- 
pectus just put into our hands, that a company is being 
formed to promote and ensure the general success of 
this important discovery—of which an account was 
given in our Lit. Gaz., and the application of which 
has been secured by patent. In addition to the highly 
beneficial results mentioned in our notice of the experi- 
mecuts we witnessed, the enumeration of them in the 
paper now before us states that the residuum, after the 
process of distillation is completed, is readily converti- 
ble into pure salt. Thas, from the widé ocean is at 
once procured, not only the inestimable benefit of fresh 

. water, but the wholesome means of seasoning food for 
the consumption of seafaring men. Surcly we cannot 
overrate the value of this improvement, nor wish it too 
universal an adoption, Mr. Farraday, Dr. Kerrison, 
Mr. Mangham, and other eminent che:nists, have fully 
confirmed our favourable report. 
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LONDON LITERARY NOVELTYIES. 


The Christian Keepsake, and Missionary Annual, 
edited by the Rev. William Ellis. 

Fisher’s Drawing-Rvom Scrap-Book for 1835, with 
Poems by L. E. L.; several of which will pe set to ori- 
ginal music. 

A prospectus has been issued of a New Scientific 
Journal, to be conducted by R. D. Thomson, M. D., 
assisted by ‘T. Thomson, M. D., &c. With regard to 
the scarcity of journals devoted exclusively to the pur- 
poses of general science, the editor remarks, “ it is time 
for those who are interested in the true glory of their 
country to bestir themselves in support of the propaga- 
tion of science, and for the men of science of this 
country to subdue all petty animosities, which are the 
bane of science, and to join in union—a union cemented 
by the strong tic of ardent desire for the investigation 
of truth, for the nourishment of that scientific taste 
which wo sincerely trust is only dormant, and requires 
merely stimulus to bring it to light, and enable it to 
shine with all its former brilliancy.” 

Lady Morgan’s new novel will be among the earliest 
productions of the ensuing season. In addition to the 
fictitious interest of the story, it wiil contain the au- 


thor’s views of the present state of Society, Arts, and 
Politics in Belgium; the scene being laid in the presept 
day and in connection with recent events. 

Pryse L. Gordon, Esq., the author of * A Guide to 
Italy,” &c. &c. has just completed a highly interesting 
work on Belgium and Holland, in which he has vividly 
depicted the Manners, Customs, and Habits of the Bel- 
gians and Dutch, and given an arimated account of 
the late memorable strugg!e at Brussels, of which he 
was an eye witness; also a Sketch of the Revolution 
in 1830, and of the causes which led to the Indepen- 
dence of the Belgians. 

Archery and Archness. By Robin Hood. Dedicated 
to Leigh Hunt, Esq., J. Gwitt, Esq.,George Robins, Esq., 
and other distinguished characters. ’ 

The forthcoming volume of Heath’s Picturesque 
Annual will illustrate Sir Walter Scott's Tales, Ro- 
mances, and Poetical Works, frum Drawings by George 
Cattermole, Esq. 

Mr. Bent is preparing for publication a new edition 
of the London Catalogue’ of Books, with their sizes, 
prices, and pubiishers’ names; containing all the books 
published in London, and those altered in size or price, 
from the year 1810 to December 1834, inclusive. 

As the Library of Romance draws towards its con- 
clusion, the proprietors seem determined to increase, 
rather than diminish, the splendour of the serics. The 
next volume, to appear on the first of Nuvember, will 
contain Madame Pichler’s brilliant historical tale of 
the “ Siege of Vienna,” rendered still more brilliant by 
being judiciously condensed. This is a work of un- 
bounded popularity in Germany, and in the verious 
countries where it has been transfused into the national 
language: the only wonder is, that it has not sooper 
appeared in an English garb. 

Mr. Rosor, author of the * Landscape Annual,” and 
the “ Life of Silvio Pellico,” prefixed to his * Duties of 
Men,” is preparing for the press a little work, on the 
interesting subject of Woman’s Duties, considered in 
her social relations with respect to existing times and 
circumstances, and the right direction of her inflnonce 
on man’s individual and sucial charactor. 

In the Press. 


The Autobiography of a Dissenting Minister. 
Madame Pichler’s Historical tale of the Siege of 
Vienna, forming the next volume of the Library of 
Romance. 

The Country Town, being the fitth number of Social 
Evils and their Remedy, by the Rev. Charles B. Tayler. 

The Comic Offering, edited by Miss Sheridan. 

: The First Six Books of Virgil’s Aneid literally trans- 
lated, with numerous Notes. 
A rew edition of the Arabian Nights’ Entertain- 
ments, 

The Van Dieman’s Land Annual and Guide, for 
1834. 
Lieutenant Holman’s second volume of his Voyage 
round the World. . 
Hours of Thought, in prose and verse. ; 
Gray’s Elegy in a Country Churchyard ; each stanza 
illustrated. ; 
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List of New Books published in Loudon to the 
latest dates. 


A New Translation of the Holy Bible, from the vri- 
ginal Hebrew on'y, by John Bellamy, 4tv. An Account 
of the Present State of the Isiand of Puerto Rico, by 
Colonel Flinter, 8vo. Civil Engineer and Machinist, 
by Chas. J. Blunt and Macdonald Stephengon; Part 11. 
folio, Social Evils and their Remedy, by the Rev. C, 
B. Taylor, Vols. 1. and IL., 12mo. Family Library, 
Vol. 47; containing Fairy Legends and Traditions of 
the South of Ireland, 18ino. ‘Traits of Science and 
Invention, by Barbara Wiilett, L2mo, Edinburgh Ca- 
binet Library; “ Lives of Eminent Zoologists,” by W. 
Macgillivray, A. M., 12ino. The Works of the Rev. 
¥R. Watson, Vol. Ill.; containing Sermons, and 
Sketehes of Sermons, 8vo, The Last Days of Pompeii, 
by the author of * Pelham,” Xe. 3 vols, post 8vo. The 
Book of Education, 18mo. Theological Library, 
Vol. 1X.; “Russell's History of the Church in Seot- 
land,” 12mo. Octavia Elphinstone; a Manx story, by 
Miss Aung Tallant, 2 vols. 8vo. 
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New American Publications. 


Philadelphia: Key & Biddle, 1834, 
Female Convents. 
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Self Control,a novel, by Mrs. Brunton, 2 vols. 12mo. 


Secrets of Nunnecries Disclosed. 





De Potter, Edited by Thomas Roseoe. 1 yol. 12nio0, 
pp. 264. «New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1834, 

Comics and Tragics. 1 vol. 12mo. Philadelphia ; 
James Kay & Brother. : 

Life of George Washington translated into French, 
by A. Napoleon Girault. 1 vol. 12mo. ‘ 

Sketches of Natural History, by Mary Howitt. 1 yo] 
12mo. Philadelphia: Courad & Senex. 1834, , 

Sermons on Duties belonging to some of the condi- 
tions and relations of Private Life, by John C. Palfrey 
A. M. Professor of Biblical Literature in the University 
of Cambridge. 1 vol. 8vo. pp. 368. Buston: Charles 
Bowen. 1834, 

“ Another, yet andther” periodical !—* Musée deg 
Familles,” or French Penny Magazine! We have had 
a French prospectus of this forwarded from New York 
but not yet a specimen. Mr. Peter Hill, 94, Broadway, 
N. Y., announces it. More of-it when we see a number. 

—— 

The Port Folio and Companion.—The sub- 
scription tv the Port Folio and Companion is 
increasing even beyond any sanguine expecta. 
tion formed for its success. It has a recom- 
mendation that appears to be appreciated, and 
will probably command an unprecedented circu. 
lation. ‘The following are among a number of 
notices that have appeared respecting it :— 


The specimen number of Waldie’s Port Folio, 
which has just been issued, contains sixteen quarto 
pages, welb filled, and executed in the same style of 
typographical neatness and beauty, that always dis. 
tinguish the work of this master printer. Next toa 
good work itself, is the satisfaction of reading it in a 
clear, distinct letter, that dues not keep the eye con. 
siantly strained with a blurred and slovenly appear- 
ance. Waldie’s Port Folio corresponds in its size and 


valuable and popular publication it is designed to be a 
companion. ‘Tue number issued contains upwards of 
twenty spirited articles, abounding with instruction and 
entertainment, Jt is published at 207 Chestnut street, 
at $3 per annum. United States Gazette, 

Waldie’s Port Folio and Companion to the Select Ciy- 
culating Library, is the title of a new periodical, the 
first number of which has been issued. It is of an in- 
teresting miscellaneous character, and calculated to be 
highly popular. The extracts are chiefly from foreign 
journals of much repute, and are judiciously made. It 
is to be published every two weeks, at three dollars 
for twenty-six numbers ; and will be furnished to sub. 
scribers to the Library at fifty cents less. 


Pennsylvanian. 
faldie’s Port Folio. 


We have received the Ist No. of this new periodical, 
the contents of which are equally attractive and pleas- 
ing: constituting an agreeable melange for all classes 
of readers. The plan strikes us as judicious; the se- 
lections possess undoubted merit ; and sound taste evi- 
dently presides over its varied columns. The enterprise 
of Mr. Waldie will ensure its permanent establishment. 

National Banner. 

We have before us the first number of a new candi- 
date for public favour and patronage, in Waldie’s Port 
Folio, a neat quarto, intended as a companiun to the 
Select Circulating Library. It will, accerding to the 
prospectus, contain the earliest possible reprints of the 
matter in the British periodicals—be issued every fort- 
night—each number containing sixteen pages, at the 
rate of $2,50 per annum to subseribers to the Circulat- 
ing Library, and three dollars to non-subscribers to the 
Library. The specimen number is calculated to make 
a favourable impression—contains a large portion of 
high!y interesting matter, selected with discrimination 
from the best foreign magazines.— Penn. Inquirer, 

in our advertising columns will be found a prospec- 
tus for the “ Companion to Waldie’s Library.” To 
such of our readers as are lovers of the kind of reading 
intended to be given through the “ Companion” we 
confidently recommend the proposed publication. 
Waldie is not one of those publishers who do less 
than is promised. His * Library is a proof of this in 
the additions and improvements which have been made 
without any extra charge, to the subscribers. Weare 
aware that there are a number of copies of the * Li- 
brary” taken in this county—yet mot enough, The 
work is cheap—cheaper than the cheapesi—yet we 
would recommend it more on account of its intrinsic 

value, than the cheapness of the subscription price. It 
contains all the best new works which issue from the 





Compiled from the MSS. of Scippio de Ricci, by Mr. 


press. Western Press, Mercer, Pa. 
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printing,with his Select Circulating Library, to which ‘ 
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